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Columbia University in New York will
draw up a full report on the conclusions
of the initiative for Public Participation
in the Construction of Peace instigated
by the Basque Government. The pre-
liminary report was presented recently
to Basque society by the Lehendakari,
Juan José Ibarretxe. Once the full
report is ready, Ibarretxe will refer this
to the Basque Parliament in order to
determine what initiatives are to be
adopted.

Addressing a large audience which
included a number of directors of
Basque institutions and representatives
of  different  social  groups,  the
Lehendakari described in detail each of
the projects that form part of this
broad-ranging initiative. There are
three main ways of taking part: indivi-
dual participation through the konpon-

du.net web site; municipal participation
through the municipal dialogue
forums; and participation through
already existing social networks.

70 municipalities have joined
the scheme and the web site
has had one million hits
Ibarretxe announced that the konpon-
du.net web site, developed by the
Basque Government to enable our citi-
zens to contribute their ideas on "how
to achieve peace" and "how to advance
towards the normalisation of society",
has had one million hits since it was set
up in January.

Through this web site, 17,600 people
have requested information, 3,323 have
responded to the current affairs ques-
tionnaire and 337 members of the

public have sent proposals to political
parties. The proposals made as a result
of this pioneering initiative, one of the
first of its kind in the world, will be
passed on to Basque political parties
and institutions.

As for the second channel of com-
munication, the Municipal Dialogue
Forums, 70 municipal councils (17
from Alava, 18 from Gipuzkoa, 33
from Bizkaia and 2 from Navarre) have
already joined this initiative.

The third channel of public participa-
tion, through already-existing social
networks such as civic movements
and pacifist organisations, union
and employers' organisations and the
University, will also provide the public
with a vehicle for voicing their opinion
about the normalisation process in each
of these sectors of society.

Columbia University will draw up the final report
on the conclusions of the Public Participation Plan

The Lehendakari presented the report on the first stage of the initiative

The Lehendakari presented to Basque society the preliminary report on the
Public Participation Plan initiated by the Government.



A month in the Basque Country

(Continued from page 1)

The Basque Young People's
Council has also contribut-
ed to this initiative by set-
ting up forums for debate.

Since the Public Parti-
cipation Plan was put into
motion at the beginning of
the year (see Basque News
no. 97), Lehendakari Iba-
rretxe has insisted on the
need to create a solid net-
work of participation "to
avoid falling into a vacuum
and returning to a past of
violence and extortion", as
occurred in previous failed

peace initiatives such as
Argel and Lizarra.

The voice of the
Diaspora

During his talk, Ibarretxe
also referred to the impor-
tance of this process for the
Basque Diaspora, which,
according to the Lehenda-
kari, consists of 6 million
people scattered throughout
the world, who will be
given the chance to take
part in live debate and
through the Internet.

The conclusions of the

first forums that have taken
place beyond the frontiers
of the Basque Country were
presented by two young
Argentineans: María Belén
Girasole and Alberto Igna-
cio Philip, who confirmed
the high level of interest in
this initiative on the other
side in the Atlantic.

According to the Argen-
tinean representative, in
that country it is expected
that up to 100 forums for
debate will be created, 20
of which have already been
set up "with very encourag-
ing results". In his opinion,

"never before has a popu-
lation living abroad been
invited to take part in a pro-
cess of these dimensions.

In addition to these first
forums for live debate, the
first virtual forum has also
been put into motion
through the Internet with
the participation of a total
of seven persons (Argen-
tineans, Venezuelans and
a chairperson from the
Basque Country). Depend-
ing on the results of this
pilot scheme, a number of
other "virtual" forums may
be set up.

A delegation of the Basque Govern-
ment led by the Minister of Industry,
Commerce and Tourism, Ana Agirre,
travelled recently to Mexico for talks
with leading economists and to visit
a number of Basque companies that
have set up business in that country.
Ana Agirre inaugurated the new
plant that the dairy company Kaiku
has set up in the Querétaro region,
which is to produce functional
yoghurts and others designed for

children. Querétaro is the third plant set up
by this Basque company on the American
continent (the other two are located in
Chile and in Argentina).
The Basque Industry Minister also inaugu-
rated the new Fagor plant in San Luis de
Potosí (shown in the photograph). In this
case, the plant is engaged in the turnkey
installation of refrigeration units for large
hotel chains as well as products for the
food and laundry sectors.

During her speech, Ana Agirre pointed
out that the aim of Basque companies is to
integrate into the environments in which
they set up business. "We have come here
to stay, not just to exploit local resources",
she said.

Mexico represents a key market for the
Basque Country as it is the eighth largest
importer of Basque products and the sixte-
enth largest foreign supplier of goods and
services. There are also a large number of
Basque businesses in that country, with 48
sales offices and 32 production plants.

The Basque Industry
Minister inaugurates
two new factories in
Mexico 

For the second time, the Lehen-
dakari, Juan José Ibarretxe has
declared before a judge of the law
courts of Bilbao, accused of a
crime of disobedience as a result
of his meeting with Batasuna.

On this occasion, Ibarretxe
appeared before the judge follow-
ing the extension of the action
taken by the Foro de Ermua, on
learning that the Lehendakari had
had not one, but several meetings
with representatives of that party
of the radical left.

Also on this occasion, the
Lehendakari was accompanied

by all the members of his
Cabinet, as well as a large crowd
of followers who wished to
express their support and solida-
rity.

After making his declaration,
Ibarretxe recalled his commit-
ment to Basque society, namely
that he would speak to all politi-
cal parties to reach a peace
agreement and insisted that while
he continued to be Lehendakari,
he would keep his word "because,
as a Basque, being true to one's
word is more important than any
other question".

During his second declaration to the judge 

Ibarretxe insists on fulfilling his
undertaking to Basque society



Getting to know the Basque Country

The surface area of the Basque Country
given over to forestry has increased con-
siderably over the last nine years. These
are the findings, at least, of the Forestry
Inventory published recently by the
Basque Government. The amount of land
dedicated to forestry has increased by
7000 hectares and occupies more than
half (55%) of the total surface area of
the Basque Autonomous Community.
Moreover, the study highlights the excel-
lent health of the forests and mountains of
the Basque Country, which has a total of
227 million trees (45 million more than in
1996) with a diameter of more than 7.5
cm and a height of more than 1.3 m.

According to province, Alava contains

the highest percentage of natural woods,
Bizkaia enjoys the highest level of
productivity and Gipuzkoa has the
highest balance between natural woods
and plantations. 

In economic terms, the value of forestry
land in the Basque Country is estimated
at 12,000 million euros, of which 65%
corresponds to production indicators such
as timber, hunting, pastureland, etc., 7% to
recreational aspects and landscape and the
remaining 28% to other factors such as
the environment. The benefits of forestry
land for the environment are illustrated
by the fact that for each wooded hectare,
one tonne of carbon is neutralised in the
Basque Country every year.

Forests in the Basque Country now contain
227 million trees

The Basque Country, Cata-
lonia and Galicia have signed
a first collaboration agree-
ment on linguistic policy, the
aim of which is to put their
respective languages, Basque,
Catalan and Gallego on the
same level as Spanish.

Through this agreement,
the governments of these
three autonomous communi-
ties demand that the central
government accept the multi-
lingual nature of the Spanish
State and use these languages
in public institutions and
companies. This is the first
time that an agreement of
this type (which will have a
duration of three years) has
been signed by the three
autonomous governments. In
the opinion of its promoters,
the accord represents  a
"historic event".

The Basque
Country,
Catalonia and
Galicia and 
join forces to
promote their
languages

Recognising the valour of combatants
On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Matxitxako and accom-
panied by members of his Cabinet, the Lehendakari, Juan José Ibarretxe paid
homage to the members of the four Bous of the Auxiliary Navy of the Basque
Country, who, against all the odds, engaged Franco's cruiser “Canarias” in battle.
On the site of this historic naval battle, Ibarretxe threw a wreath of flowers onto
the water (see photograph) in recognition of the courage of those seamen in the
“face of totalitarianism” and of “the bravery they showed by fighting for the
liberty of the Basque Country on the Republican side”. “Despite the meagre pro-
visions available to them, they were capable of making a decisive contribution to
the work of supplying, escorting, evacuating and defending the Basque coast-
line”. The ceremony was attended by some of the survivors and their families,
whom the Lehendakari thanked for their “generosity” and for “having found the
way towards coexistence and reconciliation”.
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The province of Alava has become a
major landmark in the study of the
Lower Cretaceous thanks to the new
discoveries that have been made in the
amber deposits located near the village
of Salinillas de Buradón.

Some years ago, Alava was the
talking point for palaeontologists

worldwide following the discovery of
amber deposits near Peñacerrada. Now,
the new deposits make this province
even more important for scientists
studying the Cretaceous (146-99
million years ago) all over the world.

In Salinillas de Buradón, samples
have been found of amber containing
well preserved remains of plants and
previously unknown fossilised insects
dating back to a period 120 million
years ago. According to experts, the

importance of these findings, which
have shed new light on this period in
the earth's history, are incalculable.

Bernardo Atxaga’s inaugural
address to the Academy of the
Basque Language-Euskaltzain-
dia was inspired by memories of
a flock of geese crossing the sky
in Asteasu, when the writer was
still a child. Atxaga waselected
a full member of the Euskaltzain-
dia last year to replace Juan Mari
Lekuona.

Under the title “Antzarak, zen-
bakiak eta letrak” (Geese, num-
bers and letters), the most inter-
national of our Basque writers
give a talk in which he linked
reflections on literature, writing
and the Basque language set
against the background of
Asteasu, in Gipuzkoa, where he
was born in 1951.

In the company of his closest
relatives and neighbours, the
new member of the Basque
Academy defended the use of
language not  as  a  pol i t ical
ideology but as an element that
gives language its real value and
warned of the harmful influence
of purists. “In order to move
forward, it is necessary to link
the use of language with positive
values such as democracy and
tolerance and, above all, to use it
and, in doing so, give it life”, he
argued.

Alava, gateway to
the Cretaceous

Atxaga and 
the geese

In brief

Farmhouse-monuments.
More than 60 farmhouses in
Gipuzkoa have been or are in
the process of being recognis-
ed as part of our cultural heri-
tage. Among the baserris
catalogued by the Heritage
Department of the Basque
Government, there are build-
ings that date back five
centuries as well as other,
more modern buildings, with
Gothic and Baroque struc-
tures. In total, there are still
around 7000 traditional farm-
houses in Gipuzkoa, includ-
ing 200 constructed in the
16th century, considered the
golden age for this kind of
construction.

Sculpture in support of Human Rights in Colombia. The Navarre-born
sculptor, Xabier Santxotena, is the author of the sculpture that will adorn Gernika
Park, opposite the Euskal Etxea in Bogota, to commemorate universal human
rights. This work, consisting of two, intertwined arms raised towards the heavens
as if asking for justice, has been created to honour the figure of Jesús de Galíndez,
who, like many other Basques, disappeared some 50 years ago. This work has
been donated by the artist to the Basque Centre in Bogota and it is expected that
the sculpture will be officially put on display in September to coincide with the
Basque-Colombian Week.

Just a few weeks after setting up
the delegation of the Basque
Country in the United States
(see Basque News no. 98), the
Basque Government has appoint-
ed Aitor Sotes as director of its
New York headquarters. Born 33
years ago in San Sebastian, Aitor

Sotes is an economist and has an
in-depth knowledge of the country
in which he is to work over the
coming years.  Since 2001, he has
headed the Chicago office of the
Association for Industrial Promotion-
SPRI, which depends on the
Industry Department of the Basque
Government. 

Conscious of the work which lies
before him to “promote and disse-
minate the culture and the economy
of the Basque Country in the United
States”, Sotes declares that he is
“delighted” to have the opportunity
of facing this new challenge in his
professional career.

Aitor Sotes, 
delegate of the
Basque Country
in the United
States


